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From Joe Flexo: How to keep your
anilox rolls rolling for years to come

By Dawld J. Lanska, “The Anilox Gy

Pop Quiz: Whatis the primary resson mast anilox
rolls aresant in for resurdacing? (&) wear, {B) cell
plugging, {C) damage, ar (D) you have mare maney in
your budpet than yeu know what te do with,

Bafora | tall you tha correct answes, 1 yau
answared "0 plezae put down this maga-
zins, and give ma a call, Wa nead 1o
talk.-

The correct answer 15 "C." Mo
often than nel, enilos ralls get resur-
{aced because ihey are damaged in
aone larm or analhern, Hale are gaveral
Baight ldess and Tachnical Tips to kesg
yaur anilzx rolls relling far yEArE 1A £
on] -8

Use protective covers on rolls
belng installed/removed from
the press. Mot all gresses allow
enavigh clearance for covers, hut the
potential for impasct damape can be greatly reduced
by cavering the faca of the rolis, Thig i3 particularly
true of salid-core anilax rolls wwhich can WEIT:I|'|1. 90 kas
(40 kg or more.

When rolls are stored, keep them covered Lo
prevent Incidental damage. Roll covers ara an Ines-
pensiva investmant thal can save you litesatly 1hau-
aends of dellars In demages,

Heep the inside of rall govers chean, Wihen ink
particlae ara laft on the covars, they can be a sourca
ol damape if they are dragged across tha rall face,
Theay also can become ambedded bn g freshly cleaned
cell lruchuee, Lsing warm water and dedergant with
a birush should remiowa thase particles without a graat
deal of time or expense, If dane on a Friday affernson,
the coyers could thorcughly dry over the weekand
bafare being rmaunfad on the mlls.

Cleary mark forklift aisles and insure that
anilox carls are a safe distance away. Acci-
denls—highly expensive onea—can happan

Haap the area clear around anilox storage
areas. Ink buckats, debriz, rol'a of paper or film etack,
fidls of finlshed Fabels, ard & variaty of cther materials
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are oftan inadvartant ly lntf on the Hoor near the prass
and the ol racks and cads, By kesping these asazs
clear, thera is less kel ibood of a roll being dropped or
ganged inte sornathing. In eddithen, productivity Sypi-
cally increages because it's easier and quicker o et a
noll or put it hack whera il goas atter use.

Instail good lighting above your sforage area.
Most of the damape noted during audits |s clearly

It's not true that'the guy on the
other shift" is primarily responsible

,: for damaged aniloxes.

visible ta 1he aye withaut magnificatisn,
Brokan-dowr cell walls and plugged cells

¥ agpear a5 dull areas an an othersiss shing,

superfinished roll surface. Caratid visual inspection
of the anilox can ideniily and avert potential prining
problems. Supplemental lighting would help to facili-
1ate the inspection. For the most part, if you can see i
an tha roll, chances are you will seait in (he prink.

Rollzs that have become damaged should ba
tagged, Without [Htag a rall, oparators shauld be
able to detarming if the rall has a presdem which
preciudas it ffom being used for a parficuler b, 1fa
roll has a damapad area a faw inches from one of the
jowrnals, the aperator could determing based an wol
widih If the probdem wauld interlere with the print
araa & tag indicating "Damage 2 in. from jearmal”
would tell an cperatar immadiately wheiher ar not
thiey pauld wse the roll for thet joh,

Store 850 and 750 Webfron rolls in cardboard
tubes. Bardod [sgether, they make a simple, inaspern-
slve storage systam for these smallrells {Source:
Ron Bakeor, Arizond LﬁhEl;I

Excerpled fram Commen-Sense Flakography: A
Ligar's Guide to Improwad Prossrocm Productivily,
i M7, Printing indusines of Amanica)Graphic Arts
Technical Foundation, Used with peraussion. Al aphts
resarvad, Full hoah (% avadlalie for purchaze from P4
GATFPress al www.oain.nat o by calling S66/855-4083



